
   However, Senate Bill 1216 

threatens to end our commu-

nityôs access to these ser-

vices and many more.  Our 

children have no voice in pub-

lic policies.  Therefore, it is 

our responsibility as citizens 

of Martin County, to ensure a 

bright future for all children.  

Martin County is named one 

of the healthiest counties, and 

one of the best counties in 

Florida to raise a child.  This 

is credited in large part to the 

community of services avail-

able, thanks to  the jurisdic-

tion of Childrenôs Services 

Council.  I ask you to consider 

our children and their future, 

by supporting Childrenôs Ser-

vices Council. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nicole King,                      

Executive Director 

Greetings to all, 

   As our legislatures are 

busy making difficult deci-

sions in Tallahassee, it is 

important for our local 

residents to remain 

abreast of current legisla-

tive proposals, and the 

effect they may have on 

our community. 

   Whole Child Connection 

began as an initiative of 

the Childrenôs Services 

Council in Martin County.  

Childrenôs Service Council 

(or CSC) is an independ-

ent Special Taxing District, 

funded by a special line 

item on Martin County 

property tax bills.  As a 

Martin County resident, 35 

cents per $1,000 of your 

propertyôs value is taxed 

for childrenôs services.  

This comes out to roughly 

$60 yearly for a home 

valued at $250,000.  That 

small amount contributes 

to a $7 million budget that 

is reinvested in our com-

munityôs children. 

   CSC funds are used to 

support after school pro-

grams, which decrease 

juvenile crime rates.  CSC 

funds are used to educate 

women on the importance 

of prenatal care and re-

duce barriers and increase 

access to prenatal care, 

which prevents poor (and 

costly) birth outcomes and 

infant mortality.  CSC 

funds are used to prevent 

child abuse through par-

enting education and de-

velopmental monitoring 

programs.  In fact, CSC 

funds over 30 community 

agencies and reaches 

approximately 10,000 chil-

dren every year. 

Letter from the Executive Director  

Top Providers for February, 2010  

The Providers below have received and responded to the highest number of 

client referrals for the month of February, 2010.  These Providers have re-

sponded to Client Service Requests generated from the WCC System in a timely 

manner!  

The Salvation Army    24 Referrals 

Caring Children Clothing Children (4Côs)  16 Referrals 

Christian Community Care Center  13 Referrals 

Way to go!  

PO Box 2187 ɕ Stuart, FL 34995 ɕ 772 - 220 - 0043 ɕ fax: 772 - 463 - 2896  
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News and Events  

Childrenôs WeekðApril 12th - 16th  

  Are your children covered?  

 Visit any Whole Child office or 

 Boys and Girls Club site for 

 more information!  

Provider Training  

 April 20th, 10:30am  

 CSC Training Room  

 2026 SE Ocean Blvd.  

 Stuart, FL 34996  

RSVP: ahohsfield@wholechildmartin.com  

Go to facebook.com, search for 

Whole Child Connection of Martin 

County, and become a fan!  

OR: Find us by clicking here  

mailto:ahohsfield@wholechildmartin.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Whole-Child-Connection-of-Martin-County/81708422634?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/Whole-Child-Connection-of-Martin-County/81708422634?ref=ts


      Kim Waser is a Floridian 

who has resided in Martin 

County since the age of 8.  She 

attended Hobe Sound Elemen-

tary, Murray Middle School, and 

South Fork High School, where 

she served as captain of the 

swim team and class historian.  

She earned her Bachelors of 

Arts degree at Florida State 

University.  At Florida State, Kim 

served as the Deputy Director of 

Disabled Affairs for the Student 

Government Executive Cabinet 

and as the Deputy Director of 

Student Groups for the Home-

coming Executive Committee.   

   As Deputy Director of Dis-

abled Affairs, Kim assisted a 

Florida State student with a 

disability in creating a student 

group called ACCESS 

(Advocates Creating Community 

for Every Seminole Student) in 

order to bring together students 

with disabilities, many of whom 

were living on their own for the 

first time. 

   Kim is a Hugh OôBrian Youth 

Leadership Graduate and a 

Presidential Classroom Honors 

Graduate. 

   Kim joined Whole Child Con-

nection in March of 2009 as 

the Community Relations Liai-

son.  As the Community Rela-

tions Liaison, Kim educates the 

community on the value of 

Whole Child Connectionðand  

she publishes the monthly 

WCC newsletter and maintains 

the WCC facebook page.  

Keep reading and follow us on 

facebook! 

Meet Our Staff  

Kim Waser,  

Community Relations 

Liaison  

Whole Child Connection Funders  

 Contact Us  

To contact any of our Advisors or Health Navigators, please call Lily Oliveira 

at 772-463-2148 or e-mail her directly at coliveira@wholechildmartin.com  
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Low -Cost or Free Child 
Health Care Coverage  

Call Toll Free:  

1-888-540-5437 (KIDS) 

Or Visit: 
www.floridakidcare.org  

Allegany Franciscan Ministries, Inc. 

Thank you to 

our Sponsors! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Whole-Child-Connection-of-Martin-County/81708422634?ref=ts
mailto:coliveira@wholechildmartin.com
http://www.floridakidcare.org/
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ñNever doubt that a 

small group of 

thoughtful, 

committed citizens 

can change the world.  

Indeed, it is the only 

thing that ever has..ò 

-  Margaret Mead  

   The following statistics are based on profiles submitted between January 1st, 2010 and March 

30th, 2010.  A total of 197 new profiles were submitted during this time. 

Top 60% referral generated questions:  

�x�� Do you and your child/en have health insurance?    75% 

�x�� Do you want to prevent future pregnancies and need information about birth  

 control?        87% 

�x�� Are you reading/sharing stories with your children?    100% 

�x�� Have you waited 2 years between pregnancies?    64% 

�x�� Do your daily meals include fruits and vegetables?    95% 

Whole Child Connection System Statistics  

Kids, Technology, and What You Need to Know  

   Texting, tweeting, facebook-

ingðitôs hard to keep up with 

all the technology your chil-

dren may be engaged with as 

technology is so rapidly ad-

vancing.  But what does it all 

mean?  Whatôs safe and what 

isnôt?  Unfortunately, children 

today are faced with threats 

that the generations prior 

never had to deal withð

cyberbullying, cyberïstalking, 

sexting, trollingðwhat do 

these terms mean and how 

can they affect your children? 

   ñCyberbullyingò is when a 

child (preteen or teen) is tor-

mented, harassed, embar-

rassed, or otherwise threat-

ened by another child through 

the internet, digital tools, or 

cell phones.  Cyberbullying 

involves children only, once 

the harassment involves an 

adult, the term is changed to 

ñcyberstalking.ò  Cyberbullying 

can evolve very quickly, and 

oftentimes a child who is a 

cyberbully one moment may 

become a victim the next and 

vice versaðchildren change 

roles very quickly.  There are 

two types of cyberbullyingð

direct attacks from one child 

to another, and cyberbullying 

by proxy (using others to help 

cyberbully the child).  Cyber-

bullying by proxy can involve 

adults and therefore becomes 

much more dangerous.  So 

how can you stop your chil-

dren from engaging in cyber-

bulling?  Talk to them about 

solutions and appropriate 

responses, and of courseð

respect.  For more information 

on cyberbullying and how to 

prevent it, visit: 

www.stopcyberbullying.org. 

   Sexting is a frighteningly 

common trend among teens 

that involves sending explicit 

messages and photographs 

via text message.  The results 

can be damaging and danger-

ous.  Speak with your children 

about appropriate communi-

cation, and be sure they know 

that you will be monitoring 

their phone.  You can check 

your childôs text messages 

through their phoneôs inbox, 

and if necessaryðmost wire-

less providers have the capa-

bility to block text messaging 

at the account holderôs re-

quest. 

   Trolling is a new term that 

defines the act of purposefully 

antagonizing other people on 

the internet, typically through 

message boards or social 

media sites like myspace.  

The person posting the an-

tagonizing messages is re-

ferred to as a ñtroll.ò  Trolling 

is often anonymous, and 

comments made can be per-

sonally offensive and dan-

gerous.  Teens and preteens 

are especially vulnerable to 

trolling, and may not know 

how to react.  Trolling can be 

emotionally damaging to 

children and can lead to de-

pression and even thoughts 

of suicide or death. 

   While many online sites 

are monitored, only parents 

can be completely certain 

that their children are safely 

using todayôs technology.  

Educate yourself and your 

children on the dangers of 

technologyðand how to use 

it properly.  Most importantly, 

talk to your childrenð

because what you donôt say 
could be the most damaging 

of all. 


