
Connecting Families to a Community
of Services



HISTORY

The Lawton Chiles Foundation was created by former First Lady Rhea Chiles in order to

continue the Governor’s commitment to children by assisting communities to become

Whole Child Communities.

The Whole Child concept presented the opportunity to provide a preventative, holisticThe Whole Child concept presented the opportunity to provide a preventative, holistic

approach - one that considers the history of the parents, the physical home environment

and the social, spiritual and cultural connections that help sustain and support the family.

In 2004, visionaries from the Children’s Services Council of Martin County embraced

these ideals and determined that the county would become one of the pilot

communities, because they recognized a need to improve access and increase utilization

of services for children 0-18 years old and their families.

Partnering with the Lawton Chiles Foundation, CSCMC made the Whole Child Connection

(previously called the Whole Child Project) a targeted initiative. Consequently, the

initiative turned into an incorporated entity, the Whole Child Connection, Inc.



How the Whole Child System Works
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The New Whole Child System









The Whole Child Connection is making a difference because it:

Enables parents to examine their situation and make decisions about appropriate 

services to meet the needs of their children

Electronically and quickly links parents to available services

Strengthens accountability on the part of providers to be responsive

Provides the community with immediate information on family needs, local 

providers and gaps in the system that need to be closed

Ultimately propels families toward self-sufficiency, children toward healthy, 

productive lives and communities toward overall enhanced quality of life



Whole Child Connection of Martin County Accomplishments

• The Whole Child Connection website went live in May 2006 and has 

provided access to more than 400 social service programs. provided access to more than 400 social service programs. 

• Currently, more than 9,440 profiles have been submitted from the Whole 

Child website.

• Over 20,000 resources have been accessed through the Whole Child 

website.

• 31,537 Service Requests have been generated to date, 98% of those were 

answered by a WCC Provider in Martin County.
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